Family Ministry – The Spiritual Development of Children
In the same way that children develop physically, intellectually, and socially gradually and in stages, spiritual development occurs the same way. Even the apostle Paul recognized that we need spiritual milk before solid food! (1 Corinthians 3:2) The information below is provided to help parents and teachers understand the stages of development as they connect to spiritual development.

	Age

(in years)
	Intellectual
	Emotional/Social
	Spiritual

	2-3
	-attention span is 3-4 minutes

-short memory

-confuses real and imaginary

-understands actions and objects more than words and ideas
	-extremely curious

-likes routine and repetition

-difficulty managing emotions (outbursts, tantrums, giggly, etc.)

-doesn’t understand teasing

-completely self-centered

-can learn to take turns

-wants to help and please

-imitates parents
	-needs to experience love, patience, gentleness, and firmness as these will help them understand God’s love

-forming attitudes toward others, authority, parents and God

-can learn that God is the Creator, Jesus is/was a real person, the Bible is God’s book, and prayer is talking to God

-In Church Services can learn: to sit quietly, to sing, to pray, to give and to face forward.

	4-5
	-attention span is 5-10 minutes

-trying to sort out real from pretend

-reason based solely on appearance and observation therefore often wrong

-imagination at its height

-unable to consider motivation behind an action
	-developing attitudes about right and wrong

-enjoys obedience and loves to be praised

-aware of what people say and think about them

-do not like being laughed at/teased

-imitates adults

-tend to be bossy

-learning to share and understand fairness
	-can think of God in a personal way but will associate how he/she is loved and disciplined by parents with God

-can connect obeying God with right and wrong and what He tells us in His Word

-can listen to and understand Bible stories, sing and worship, and pray

-In Church Services can learn: to go to bathroom before church, to bring fewer toys and more books, to keep hands to self, to wait until the preaching starts to read/draw/play, and that we are here to learn about God.

	6-8
	-attention span is 15-20 minutes

-continue to be literal/concrete in thinking

-have little understanding of time and sequence


	-don’t hold back from telling you exactly how they feel (sick, happy, mad, etc.)

-thrives on praise and acceptance

-lack of self-control; acts based on feelings

-gaining self-confidence in ability to know what and how things are done

-concerned with group acceptance

-likes to assert self; biggest, best, first, etc.

-starts to demonstrate generosity, kindness, etc.
	-can understand basic truths about God and that He is a real person although they will still struggle with His invisibility

-love Bible stories that show God’s power

-can understand when they have sinned and that this is not pleasing to God

-can begin the habit of personal devotions each day with parental guidance and example

-do not pressure your child into a formal conversion experience – let them initiate the conversation and decision themselves – instead concern yourself with providing sound biblical teaching that will prepare them to hear God’s call

-In Church Services can learn: to use their age appropriate Bible and follow along, to start listening to the preacher, to make a check mark when a key word is said, and to answer questions about what they learned after service.

	9-12
	-attention span of 30-45 minutes

-likes to be challenged to think

-can learn about abstract ideas (i.e. sin)

-less imaginative

-intellectually curious

-begins to understand the “bigness” of the world in terms of how much there is to learn and know
	-growing in understanding of principles behind the rules and can operate within those principles

-self-righteous and rigid about applying their own set of rules

-sensitive to own failures and shortcomings

-able to see own actions and motives more objectively

-want to join and belong

-begin to have other important adults in their lives beyond parents

-can begin to sacrifice self-interest for others

-can learn not to compare self with others
	-can easily recognize sin in others but not as much in themselves

-can understand at a deeper level that God’s Word is without error and is to be obeyed and useful for our instruction and encouragement

-continue the habit of daily personal Bible reading

-can understand the idea of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ means letting him have control of their life – but is difficult to live out as it is for adults

-can begin to understand deeper spiritual truths such as redemption, sinful nature, Christ’s sacrifice, etc.

-In Church Services can learn: to pay full attention and participate, even taking notes, and to find answers to their questions by asking parents or searching God’s Word.


Family Ministry – Helpful Tips for Parents
We are so glad to have your children be a part of our classes at White Fields Church. We love your kids almost as much as you do, and we plan to care for them in the same way you would. 

We realize that for some, this may be the first time you leave your little one with someone, and we thank you for trusting their care to us. We know that you may be apprehensive about leaving them at first, but we hope that when you see how much love and attention they receive, your mind will be relieved to enjoy Bible study and worship.

We offer this ministry to you not just as child care, but as an opportunity to minister to your child and to you as you strive to raise a godly family.

With that in mind, here are some tips and information about how you can partner with us to care for your child:

· Our classes are:
Nursery (birth-around age 2)

Preschool (age 2-4)

Kindergarten-2nd Grade

3rd-5th Grade

Middle and High School Youth Groups

*If you are unsure about which class is right for your child, ask one of the teachers in any class or at the Information Table.

· Well-Child Policy: In order to provide a healthy environment in our classes, we ask you to keep your child(ren) home or with you if you observe any of the following:

~fever


~vomiting

~diarrhea

       ~questionable rash

~communicable disease
~excessive coughing
~green or yellow runny nose    ~discharge in or around eyes

Drop-Off Procedures:

· For security reasons, please sign in your child in Nursery through 2nd grade and take a numbered tag. Feel free to leave special instructions. You will need to return the numbered tag to pick up your child at the end of class. 

· Simple snacks are provided each week for the children and signs are posted outside the door indicating the snack for that week. If you do not want your child to be given the snack, please notify the teacher.

· If you find that your child has a difficult time with being dropped off, talk to them about it ahead of time. Assure them that you will return and they will have a good time. A quick drop off usually makes for fewer tears. If your child does not calm down within a few minutes, a worker will come to get you.

· For Nursery and Preschool: Leave a diaper bag and supplies that have been labeled with your child’s name. (Suggested diaper bag contents are: one or two labeled bottles/cups, diapers and wipes, change of clothes, pacifier or other favorite toy). Please note that baby food and medicines cannot be given by staff.

Pick-Up Procedures:

· To pick up your child, return to their class as soon as service is over and present the numbered tag. Don’t forget to get your child’s diaper bag or other belongings. 

· Don’t forget to thank your child’s teachers each week!

WE LOVE VOLUNTEERS!

Our program is staffed completely by volunteers. To assure our children’s programs are always staffed properly, we ask parents to volunteer at least once a month to serve in the Family Ministry area. You may work in your own child’s class or a class other than where your child attends. Just contact your child’s teacher or the ministry leaders to sign-up.
